College Hill

Presbyterian Church

Baptism of the Lord January 11, 2026

10:30 a.m.

Assemble in God’s Name

Preservice Music
Greetings and Announcements

PRELUDE “Christ unser Herr zum Jordan kam” (BWV 684) from Clavieruebung II1
(“Christ, Our Lord, Came to the Jordan”) Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings.
Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength!
The voice of the Lord is over the waters

The God of glory thunders!

May God bless us with peace.

Come, let us worship God!

*HYMN #475 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (Nettleton)
*OPENING PRAYER
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God who calls all people into your light and love: We recognize the ways we shrink from your
call; we confess our failure to come into your light. We have not loved you or our neighbor as
we ought. Forgive us. Hear us now as we pray in the silence of our hearts...

*KYRIE ELEISON Lord, have mercy upon us;
Christ, have mercy upon us;
Lord, have mercy upon us.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON



*ACCLAMATION#582 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me.
And ot the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Please greet one another with a sign of God’s peace

CHILDREN’S TIME

Proclaim
SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 42:1-9 (0T, 670)
Matthew 3:13-17 (NT, 3)

SERMON One Moment of Clarity

Give Thanks to God
*HYMN #744 “Arise, Your Light Is Come!” (Festal Song)

THE ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS
Reaffirmation of Faith

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ the son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven; he is
seated at the right hand of the father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Questions of the Candidates

Questions to the Congregation



*Prayer with The Laying on of Hands

Declaration of Ordination and Installation

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY “Always By Our Side”--Music by Mark Burrows (b.1971)/arr. by Mary McDonald (b.1956)

Father, hear the prayer we offer: not for ease our prayer shall be,
But for strength that we may ever live our lives courageously.

Refrain:
Be our strength in times of weakness, in our wand’rings be our guide;
Through each danger and endeavor, be always by our side.

Not forever in green pastures do we ask our way to be,
But the steep and rugged pathway, may we walk rejoicingly. Refrain.

Not forever by still waters would we idly rest and stay,
But would draw the living fountains from the rocks along our way. Refrain.

Lyrics by Love Maria Willis (1824-1908), alt
Public Domain

*DOXOLOGY #606 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Great loving God: We have heard your voice, claiming us and calling us beloved. So we share what
we have for the sake of your work. Through Christ we pray. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors, And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Go in God’s Name

*HYMN #485 “We Know That Christ Is Raised” (Engleberg)

*BENEDICTION



POSTLUDE Tenore del passo e mezo con sei mutanze—Antonio Valente (c.1520-1601)
(Renaissance Neapolitan dance tune with variations)

*Please rise, in body or spirit

Service Notes

Assisting in Worship Today

Liturgist Darryl Davis
Ushers Jim & Leslie Alfieri, Barbara Dawson, Jean Anne Shafferman
Zoom Producer Dan Brashler

Flowers are given in celebration of all those who serve as Elders, Deacons, and Trustees presently and in the
past from Vivian Noblett.

Flower chair for the month of January is Lauren Joujan.

COLLEGE HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
501 Brodhead Street, Easton, PA 18042

(610)253-4792 www.collegehillpc.org chpc@collegehillpc.org

Ministers Members of the Congregation
Pastor Rev. Dr. Matt Mardis-LeCroy
Director of Music Mr. Thomas Dressler
Elementary & Youth Lauren Joujan and Emily Swank
Coordinators

Nursery School Director =~ Megan Schaeffer
Office Manager David Kmetz

ABOUT THIS WEEK’S MUSIC: Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) wrote a series of works he called
“Clavieruebung” (or “Keyboard Exercises”) that challenge keyboard players to their limits. Bach was a very
prolific teacher, and many of his most famous keyboard pieces were used for teaching. The Clavieruebung
pieces for harpsichord and clavichord include his “Italian” Concerto and Goldberg Variations. Part I1I of the
Clavieruebung was devoted to the organ, and includes a series of pieces based on important Lutheran hymns
of his time. The pieces are very challenging to play, and are packed with theology encoded in musical imagery
and numerical symbolism.

“Christ unser Herr zum Jordan kam” (“Christ, Our Lord, Came to the Jordan”) was set twice, as all the other
hymns were. We’ll hear the larger and more complex of the two settings this morning. As most of his organ
music, this piece is written in four parts: soprano, alto, tenor, and bass. While the feet normally play the bass
part in his organ music, in this case, the feet play the tenor part. The bass part, played by the left hand,
sounds like the waters of the Jordan river flowing. The right hand plays a duet between the soprano and alto,
which sounds like joyful leaping—like Jesus joyfully anticipating being baptized. However, it has been
pointed out over the years that the leaping figure in the duet looks on paper like the sign of the cross, a
baptismal symbol that is even more significant with Jesus’ own baptism. So there is double meaning in the
duet—one could see it as Jesus joyfully embracing his destiny. The hymn used is an old Lutheran melody that


mailto:chpc@collegehillpc.org

we do not sing nowadays. In Bach’s day, the tune would have instantly brought the words to mind. For us,
lacking that knowledge, we can enjoy the imagery in how the piece is constructed. The feet play the hymn
melody in phrases, intermittently as the piece progresses. Sometimes the flowing water of the bass part goes
higher than the sign of the cross figuration, symbolizing Jesus being dunked under the water. And there is
complicated numerical symbolism in the piece which can only be deciphered by counting notes, measures,
theme entrances, etc. This symbolism cannot be heard, but the entire piece is structured on the number 3, for
the Trinity, and the number 8, symbolizing the coming of the Messiah.

Antonia Valente (c.1520-1601) was an Italian organist and composer who was known as “il Cieco,” or “the
Blind Man,” because he was blind from childhood. He wrote two collections of keyboard music. Our piece
this morning is from his first collection, which is one of the earliest surviving examples of Neapolitan
keyboard music. This piece give us a glimpse of the snappy dance music some Italians enjoyed almost 500
years ago! In the piece, we first hear the dance tune, and then we hear a series of compelling variations on the
same tune.

THE FRONT PORCH

The Front Porch will next meet again on January 18. Please join us at 9 AM in the sanctuary for
simple music, shared prayer and conversation about our faith.

Recitation of the Letter from Birmingham Jail:

A Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Community Commemoration
Monday, January 19, 2026, 11:00 a.m.

In person at Congregation Bnai Shalom in Easton and via livestream on the Bnai Shalom YouTube
Channel

Please join us to honor the legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., by reciting Dr. King’s 1963 “Letter
from Birmingham Jail”. Come read aloud from the Letter or just come to listen. Following the recitation,
we will create toiletry care packages for neighbors in need. A bagel brunch will be provided. Registration
is required to attend in person. Register online at https://my.linkpod.site/MLK-Letter-Bnai-Shalom or
by calling the Bnai Shalom office at 610-258-5343. The Recitation will also be livestreamed on the Bnai
Shalom YouTube channel.


https://my.linkpod.site/MLK-Letter-Bnai-Shalom

HELP US FOSTER CARE AND CONNECTION AT CHPC

We have a New Year’s Resolution: In 2026, College Hill Presbyterian Church will become more
intentional about care and connection. If you want to be part of that effort, please join us at the church
on Saturday, Jan 24 from 9 to 11 a.m. Pastor Matt will lead us in brainstorming, planning and
launching a care and connection ministry for the congregation. If that sounds like something you would
like to be part of, please plan on joining us!

ADG LUNCHEON SUNDAY, JAN. 18

On Sunday, Jan. 18, the Adult Dinner Group will welcome the New Year with an Italian luncheon.
Included will be Italian entrees, sides, salads, breads, and desserts.

Both church members and non-members are welcome to join us in the Fellowship Hall; we ask only that
you pre-register and bring your own contribution, either homemade or store-bought. Please register in
the chapel after worship on Jan. 4 or 11, or contact Jean Anne Shafferman, jashaf53@rcn.com /

610-730-2934.

FAITH FORMATION

Fish and Chyps will meet again on January 18" from 6-7:30pm. The youth will enjoy hot
chocolate and perform skits! Please reach out to Lauren Joujan (kids@collegehillpc.org) with

questions or for more information.



GIVETHE

GIFT OF LIFE,
DONATE
BLOOD

College Hill Presbyterian Church is running a special
blood drive to save lives du ring
National Blood Donor Month.
Our only source of blood is from blood donors like VOu
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